
Senior haredi rabbis order followers to vaccinate 

their children 

Amid measles outbreak, senior haredi leaders release missive calling on the 

public to vaccinate their children. 
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Contending that “whoever isn’t vaccinated is a murderer”, a group of senior haredi rabbis 

released a public letter ordering their community to immunize their children amid an 

outbreak of measles that has already led to the death of a child. 

According to the rabbinic luminaries, immunizing one's children is obligatory under Jewish 

law. "Whoever does not vaccinate is a murderer," read the missive. 

"Every father must ensure that his son and daughter are immunized immediately", continued 

the rabbis, adding that "a father has no right to prevent them from the vaccine, and in 

particular after recent events". 



Among the signatories were senior halachic authorities, including Rabbi Yitzchak 

Zilberstein, Rabbi Shimon Ba’adani, Rabbi Yisrael Rosenberg, and Rabbi Menachem Mendel 

Lubin. 

Haredi communities in both the United States and Israel have been rocked recently by an 

outbreak of measles. The Ministry of Health reports that the number of those in infected with 

measles in Israel is approaching 1.400 individuals, with over 60% of those infected are 

residents of Jerusalem from the haredi sector, many of which are not vaccinated. 

The measles outbreak claimed its first victims when an 18 month-old child died after 

contracting the disease. The infant was not breathing and had no pulse upon arrival at the 

hospital. 

Health officials and community groups have reported relatively low vaccination rates in 

Orthodox neighborhoods. Some blame a faulty perception that fervently religious Jews are 

protected from infection by the relatively insulated nature of their communities, on top of 

rumors, unfounded according to public health officials, about dangers from vaccinations 

As a result of the concentration of measles cases among the haredi population, the Ministry 

of Health is working to send out special mobile vaccination units to haredi communities in 

order to stop the disease from spreading. 

The disease has not been limited to Israel. Following a measles outbreak in New York, the 

city's Health Department last week enlisted community figures to encourage vaccination 

against measles, mumps and rubella (MMR), including Rabbi David Niederman, president of 

the United Jewish Organizations of Williamsburg and North Brooklyn, and Rabbi Avi 

Greenstein, executive director of the Boro Park Jewish Community Council. 

“It says in the Torah ‘V’nishmartem Meod L’nafshoseichem,’ that a person must guard their 

health,” Niederman said in the Health Department news release. “It is abundantly clear on 

the necessity for parents to ensure that their children are vaccinated, especially from 

Measles.” 

The Health Department is working with local health care providers, religious schools and 

Orthodox newspapers to spread the word about vaccines. 
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Deu 28:15  And it shall be, if you will not listen to the voice of JAHWAH your ELOAH, to 

observe and to do all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, all 

these curses shall come on you and overtake you.  

Deu 28:16  You shall be cursed in the city, and cursed in the field.  

Deu 28:17  Your basket and your store shall be cursed.  

Deu 28:18  The fruit of your body shall be cursed, and the fruit of your land, the increase of 

your cows, and the flocks of your sheep.  

Deu 28:19  You shall be cursed when you come in, and cursed when you go out.  

Deu 28:20  JAHWAH shall send on you cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that you set your 

hand to do, until you are destroyed, and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness 

of your doings by which you have forsaken Me.  

Deu 28:21  JAHWAH shall make the plague cling to you until He has consumed you from off 

the land where you go to possess it.  

Deu 28:22  JAHWAH shall strike you with lung disease and with a fever, and with an 

inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with 

mildew. And they shall pursue you until you perish.  

Deu 28:23  And your heavens over your head shall be bronze, and the earth that is under 

you iron.  

Deu 28:24  JAHWAH shall make the rain of your land powder and dust. It shall come down 

from the heavens on you until you are destroyed.  

Deu 28:25  JAHWAH shall cause you to be stricken before your enemies. You shall go out 

one way against them, and flee seven ways before them. And you shall be a trembling to all 

the kingdoms of the earth.  

Deu 28:26  And your body shall be food to all birds of the air, and to the beasts of the earth. 

And no man shall frighten them away.  

Deu 28:27  JAHWAH will strike you with the boils of Egypt, and with the hemorrhoids, and 

with the scab, and with the itch, of which you cannot be healed.  

Deu 28:28  JAHWAH shall strike you with madness and blindness, and astonishment of 

heart.  

Deu 28:29  And you shall grope at noonday, as the blind gropes in darkness, and you shall 

not prosper in your ways. And you shall always be pressed down and spoiled forever, and 

no man shall save you.  



Deu 28:30  You shall become engaged to a wife, and another man shall lie with her. You shall 

build a house, and you shall not live in it. You shall plant a vineyard, and you shall not gather 

the grapes of it.  

Deu 28:31  Your ox shall be slain before your eyes, and you shall not eat of it. Your ass shall 

be violently taken away from before your face, and shall not be restored to you, your sheep 

given to your enemies, and you shall have none to rescue them.  

Deu 28:32  Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, and your eyes 

shall look and fail for them all the day long. And there shall be no power in your hand.  

Deu 28:33  The fruit of your land, and all your labors, shall be eaten up by a nation which you 

do not know. And you shall always be oppressed and crushed,  

Deu 28:34  and you shall be mad because of that which you shall see with the sight of your 

eyes.  

Deu 28:35  JAHWAH shall strike you in the knees and in the legs with an evil ulcer that 

cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the top of your head.  

Deu 28:36  JAHWAH shall bring you, and your king which you shall set over you, to a nation 

which neither you nor your fathers have known. And there you shall serve other gods, wood 

and stone.  

Deu 28:37  And you shall become an astonishment, a proverb, and a by-word among all 

nations where JAHWAH shall lead you.  

Deu 28:38  You shall carry much seed out into the field, and shall gather little in, for the 

locust shall eat it.  

Deu 28:39  You shall plant vineyards and dress them, but shall neither drink the wine nor 

gather, for the worm shall eat them.  

Deu 28:40  You shall have olive trees throughout all your coasts, but you shall not anoint with 

the oil, for your olive shall drop off its fruit.  

Deu 28:41  You shall father sons and daughters, but you shall not enjoy them, for they shall 

go into captivity.  

Deu 28:42  All your trees and the fruit of your land the locust shall possess.  

Deu 28:43  The stranger within you shall get up above you very high, and you shall come 

down very low.  

Deu 28:44  He shall loan to you, and you shall not loan to him. He shall be the head, and you 

shall be the tail.  



Deu 28:45  And all these curses shall come on you, and shall pursue you and overtake you, 

until you are destroyed, because you did not listen to the voice of JAHWAH your ELOAH, to 

keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.  

Deu 28:46  And they shall be on you for a sign and for a wonder, and on your seed forever.  

Deu 28:47  Because you did not serve JAHWAH your ELOAH with joyfulness and with 

gladness of heart for the abundance of all things;  

Deu 28:48  therefore you shall serve your enemies which JAHWAH shall send against you, in 

hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in the lack of all things. And he shall put a yoke 

of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you.  

Deu 28:49  JAHWAH shall bring a nation against you from far, from the end of the earth, as 

the eagle flies; a nation whose tongue you shall not understand,  

Deu 28:50  a nation fierce of face who shall not regard the person of the old, nor show favor 

to the young.  

Deu 28:51  And he shall eat the fruit of your cattle and the fruit of your land, until you are 

destroyed. He shall not leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase of your livestock, or flocks 

of your sheep, until he has destroyed you.  

Deu 28:52  And he shall besiege you in all your gates until your high and fortified walls in 

which you trusted come down, throughout all the land. And he shall besiege you in all your 

gates throughout all your land which JAHWAH your ELOAH has given you.  

Deu 28:53  And you shall eat the fruit of your own body, the flesh of your sons and of your 

daughters, which JAHWAH your ELOAH has given you, in the siege and in the anguish with 

which your enemies shall distress you.  

Deu 28:54  The man that is tender among you, and very delicate, his eye shall be evil toward 

his brother and toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the rest of his sons which he has 

left;  

Deu 28:55  so that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his sons whom he shall eat, 

because he has nothing left to him in the siege and in the anguish with which your enemies 

shall distress you in all your gates.  

Deu 28:56  The tender and delicate woman among you, who would not have ventured to set 

the sole of her foot on the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil 

toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter,  

Deu 28:57  and toward her young one who comes out from between her feet, and toward her 

sons whom she shall bear. For she shall eat them secretly for lack of all things, in the siege 

and anguish with which your enemies shall distress you in your gates.  



Deu 28:58  If you will not observe to do all the words of this Law that are written in this book, 

that you may fear this glorious and fearful name, JAHWAH YOUR ELOAH,  

Deu 28:59  then JAHWAH will make your plagues remarkable, and the plagues of your seed 

great and persistent plagues; with evil and long-lasting sicknesses.  

Deu 28:60  Also, He will bring on you all the diseases of Egypt of which you were afraid. And 

they shall cling to you.  

Deu 28:61  Also, every sickness and every plague which is not written in the book of this 

Law, JAHWAH will bring them on you until you are destroyed.  

Deu 28:62  And you shall be left few in number, whereas you were as the stars of the 

heavens for multitude, because you would not obey the voice of JAHWAH your ELOAH.  

Deu 28:63  And it shall be, as JAHWAH rejoiced over you to do you good and to multiply 

you, so JAHWAH will rejoice over you to destroy you and to bring you to nothing. And you 

shall be plucked from off the land where you go to possess it.  

Deu 28:64  And JAHWAH shall scatter you among all people, from the one end of the earth 

even to the other, and you shall serve other gods there, which neither you nor your fathers 

have known, wood and stone.  

Deu 28:65  And among these nations you shall find no ease, neither shall the sole of your foot 

have rest. But JAHWAH shall give you there a trembling heart and failing of eyes and sorrow 

of mind.  

Deu 28:66  And your life shall hang in doubt before you, and you shall fear day and night, 

and shall have no assurance of your life.  

Deu 28:67  In the morning you shall say, Oh that it were evening! And at evening you shall 

say, Oh that it were morning, for the fear of your heart with which you shall fear, and for the 

sight of your eyes which you shall see.  

Deu 28:68  And JAHWAH shall bring you into Egypt again with ships, by the way of which I 

said to you, You shall see it no more again. And there you shall be sold to your enemies for 

men-slaves and women-slaves, and no man shall buy you.  


